When God’s Ways Are Higher

A Journey Through Romans 9
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Paul’s Heart for Israel (Romans 9:1-5)

Key idea: Paul’'s heart breaks for Israel’s rejection of Christ
Key truth: Having spiritual blessings or heritage doesn’t guarantee salvation —
only faith in Christ does

Application/Questions to ponder:

 When was the last time you felt a genuine, aching burden for someone who
doesn’t yet know Christ?

 Are you willing to be inconvenienced, stretched, or poured out for the spiritual
good of someone else?

* Or do you tend to pull back when it costs you something?



Has God’s Word Failed? (Romans 9:6-9)

Key idea: God’'s word hasn't failed; His promises were never based on heritage
but on divine calling
Key truth: Entrance into God’s family has always been based on His promise

Application/Questions to ponder:

« Have you ever felt impatient waiting on God that you started trying to speed
things up yourself?

* |s there a promise you're holding on to but struggling to believe God will actually
fulfill it?



God’s Faithful Pattern (Romans 9:10-13)

Key idea: God'’s plan is not random,; it's purposeful and rooted in His
character. He chooses according to His wisdom and grace, not our worthiness
Key truth: God's sovereignty is not unfair — it magnifies his mercy

Application/Questions to ponder:

 Where in my life do | struggle to trust God’s wisdom, especially when His
choices or timing don’t make sense to me?

* Do | tend to trust God only when His ways align with my expectations?

« Am | willing to rest in God'’s sovereignty even when | don’t fully understand
His plan?



The Potter and the Clay (Romans 9:14-21)

Key idea: God is righteous in showing mercy as He wills
Key truth: God’s mercy is never earned; it's a gift of grace

Application/Questions to ponder:

 Where in your life do you feel like clay in God’s hands, being shaped in ways you
don’t yet understand?

* Are there areas where you've been trying to take control instead of resting in God'’s
shaping?

« How does remembering that God is the potter and you are the clay change the
way you respond to His guidance or discipline?



God’s Purpose in Mercy (Romans 9:22-24)

Key idea: God’s patience has purpose
Key truth: We (Jews and Gentiles) are vessels of mercy shaped to display His glory

Application/Questions to ponder:

« Have you ever wondered why God seems patient with people who are making
choices that hurt themselves or others?

« Where do you see God’s patience at work in your own life, shaping you even
through difficult circumstances?

 In what area of your life do you need to step back and remember that God is at

work, even when you don’t see it?



Outsiders Brought In (Romans 9:25-26)

Key idea: Those once “not My people” are now called beloved, called God’s own
Key truth: God defines our identity; Outsiders (non-Jews) become His children

Application/Questions to ponder:
« Have you ever felt like an outsider, unsure if you truly belonged?

« What changes in you — your confidence, your peace, your sense of belonging —
when you remember that God calls you His?

« Where in your life do you need to embrace God’s redefining who you are — His
beloved, His child?



A Remnant Preserved (Romans 9:27-29)

Key idea: Even within Israel, a remnant would be saved
Key truth: God'’s plan is both just and merciful. He preserves a remnant,
fulfills His word, and demonstrates that His promises never fail

Application/Questions to ponder:

 Are there times you've assumed God’s work was failing, only to realize
later that He was quietly accomplishing His plan?

« What might it look like for you to trust God’s faithfulness even when it
seems like most people are missing the point?



The Stumbling Stone (Romans 9:30-33)

Key idea: The Gentiles attained righteousness by faith, but Isreal stumbled by
pursuing it through works

Key truth: The way to God has always been through faith in His promise, fulfilled
In Jesus

Application/Questions to ponder:
* Do you have a “stumbling stone”?

* What aspects of Jesus’ way — grace, surrender, dependence — are hardest for
you to embrace?

« Where might pride, self-reliance, or old habits trip you up spiritually?
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